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Romans: 
The Glorious Gospel

God 
demonstrates  
his own love  
for us in this: 
While we were 
still sinners,  
Christ died  
for us.

Romans 5:8
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Newspapers as we 
know them today 
trace their origin to 
the days of Julius 
Caesar. The Acta 
Diurna, which 
translates from Latin 
as the “Daily Acts,” 

contained daily notices of trials, scandals, 
campaigns, and executions. Caesar was 
also the first to deliberately “make public 
and propagate” government news in the 
form of the Acta Senatus.

The gospel, translated as “good news” from 
the Greek, describes what God has done 
on our behalf. The term gospel is men-
tioned 75 times in the New Testament, and 
it is a central theme of Scripture. This good 
news centers around the redemptive story 
of Christ in His birth, death, and resurrec-
tion. When Jesus ascends into heaven 
following the resurrection, He issues the 
Great Commission to His disciples. They 
are told to make public and propagate this 
news to the end of the earth.

For those who shy away from communicat-
ing their faith to others, it is helpful to 
consider that today people crave good 
news more than ever before. In an article in 
Huffington Post, Sherman Yellen observes 
that bad news dominates our hearts and 
lives: “Is it unrealistic to crave good news at 
any age when we know that bad news 
makes the news? I don’t think so. No, ‘good 

news’ is the perfect news to me . . . perhaps 
because it is so rare and it is so necessary 
for us at this time.”

In his letter to the Romans, Paul offers a clear 
and systematic explanation of the good news 
of Jesus Christ: the gospel. The Apostle speaks 
of its necessity and its power: “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes” 
(Rom. 1:16).

The law demonstrated our need for 
deliverance from the power of sin. The 
gospel articulates what God has done for 
us through the life, death, and resurrection 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. “For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, being justified as a gift by His grace 
through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a 
propitiation in His blood through faith” 
(3:23–25). 

The gospel is the foundation of what we 
believe. Understanding the gospel means 
knowing what God has done for us in the 
past and what He guarantees for our 
eternal future.

This is the good news: the perfect life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus delivers us 
from the power and condemnation of sin. 
We are not to keep it to ourselves, but to 
distribute it freely through our words and 
through our lives. Good news, indeed!

Good News

1-800-356-6639



Many believers feel uncomfortable when 
sharing their faith because they lack 
confidence. Paul’s confidence was not in his 
ability as a communicator but rather in the 
gospel itself. He was unashamed of the 
gospel because “it is the power of God for 
the salvation of everyone who believes: first 
for the Jew, then for the Gentile” (Rom. 1:16). 
What is the nature of this power? Why did 
it give the Apostle so much confidence? 

The power of the gospel is in its message. 
This is a promise that God will do for 
sinners what they cannot do for them-
selves. The gospel promises to make them 
righteous so that they can be in right 
relationship with God. This righteousness 
cannot be learned by observation or 
acquired through practice. It is a standing 
that cannot be earned by personal effort. 
It can only be received. This is because it  
is a righteousness that comes “from  
God.” Some think of righteousness as an 
acquired trait—a habit of life that is the 
result of our own attempt to be as good as 
God. But the righteousness of the gospel 
comes as a gift (Rom. 5:17). 

Paul’s description in Romans 1:17 clearly 
emphasizes two important features of 
righteousness. First, God is the only one 
who can establish the standard of what is 
considered righteous. Second, God is the 

only source of righteousness. God sets the 
standard because He is Himself the 
measure. Biblically speaking, to be 
righteous means much more than simply 
being as good as the majority. It means 
more even than being better than the 
majority. To be righteous in the biblical 
sense is to be as good as God. Since only 
God is this good, the only hope we have 
of attaining such a status is if God shares 
His own righteousness with us (cf. Mark 
10:18). God must give His righteousness to 
us as a gift. 

The gospel promises that God will acquit 
us of our guilt and regard us as righteous. 
This is not a matter of creative spiritual 
accounting. God does not “cook the books” 
and He doesn’t pretend we are better than 
we really are. The righteousness that is 
attributed to us through the gospel is real 
because it comes from Jesus Christ. When 
we accept the gospel message, we agree 
with God that Christ’s sacrifice is the only 
acceptable payment for our sin. We take 
credit for Christ’s righteousness as our own. 

The gospel is also a message that has 
been invested with power. Only the gospel 
can turn the sinner’s heart to God. It is 
through the preaching of the gospel that 
we believe (Rom. 10:17). No wonder Paul 
was unashamed!

To learn more, read The Transforming Power of the Gospel by Jerry Bridges (NavPress). 

For Further Study

THEOLOGY MATTERS
by John Koessler

The Power of the Gospel

www.todayintheword.com



FROM THE EDITORS
by Elena Mafter
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Knowing Christ

When we read the New 
Testament, many aspects 
in the lives of first-century 
Christians seem distant 
and unimaginable to 
21st-century Americans. 
We simply can’t relate to 
constant persecutions, 

prosecutions, and executions they endured. 
It was the “normal” for the early church. 

Their normal is not our normal. When we 
talk about our trials, we think of an illness, 
a loss of a job, or a financial fiasco. These 
are all real difficulties, but our problems 
today do not qualify for “the trials of many 
kinds” described in James 1:2, or “fiery 
trials” of 1 Peter 1:7, or the cross Jesus told 
His disciples to take up and follow Him 
(Matt. 16:24). Their trials meant persecution 
for their faith in different ways, including 
torture and death. This, of course, cannot 
happen in America, we think. After all, this 
country is built on religious freedom; it’s 
the Land of the Free! Isn’t it how God has 
blessed the United States? Right?

Moody’s president, Dr. Paul Nyquist, begs 
to differ. In his new book, Prepare: Living 
Your Faith in an Increasingly Hostile 
Culture, available from Moody Publishers, 
he predicts the “real” trials, first-century-
style, awaiting the American Christians, and 
sooner than many of us think. Christians 
have lost the so-called culture war. In the 
book’s introduction he writes: It’s painful for 
me to admit that the country I love has 
radically changed, and the pace of change 
is accelerating. Followers of Jesus who 

awakened from a cultural sleep are facing 
hostility, rejection, and marginalization. The 
trend lines point to increased opposition, 
including genuine persecution.

Many things in this book might surprise 
you. You will learn that for Christians, 
persecution is normal, not strange; that 
God exposes us to persecution, not 
protects from it; and that it’s possible to 
view it as a true blessing from the Lord. You 
will never think about persecution in the 
same way again!

This is an important book to read in our 
time. You can order it on the Moody 
Publishers website, moodypublishers.com. 
Prepare is also a good companion to our 
study of the book of Romans in Today in 
the Word this month. It will help you apply 
many passages in Romans to your life 
today in a new way. 

Prepare ends with a message of hope. The 
presence of Christ and the power of the 
gospel helped the early church endure 
and even thrive under persecution, and the 
same Christ and the same gospel are with 
us today. It might just happen that the 
terrifying possibility of enduring suffering 
for the sake of the gospel is the only way 
for us to understand and achieve Paul’s 
wish: “I want to know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection and the fellowship of 
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him 
in his death” (Phil. 3:10). That is the true 
blessing of persecution. Let us prepare for 
what lies ahead. Let us strive to know 
Christ—no matter what!
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Romans: The Glorious Gospel

Paul’s letter to the first-century believers in Rome resonates 
through the ages and cultures. Jonathan Edwards based 
his famous sermon, “The Justice of God in the Damnation 
of Sinners,” on Romans 3:19. The verse from Romans 6, 
“The wages of sin is death,” served as an ominous 
warning to Faustus in Christopher Marlow’s Doctor 
Faustus. Centuries later, Leo Tolstoy used Romans 12:19 as 
the epigraph to his famous novel Anna Karenina. When 
Martin Luther read the book of Romans, his life—and the 
history of Christianity—changed forever. 

This book intrigues theologians, writers, and readers alike 
because it explains the heart of Christianity and the 
essence of our faith—the gospel. This month in Today in 
the Word, we’ll join countless readers before us who were 
captivated by the gospel of life in Romans—sin and God’s 
wrath, salvation and justification by faith, law and grace, 
freedom and faith, our unity in Christ, and more. 

We pray that through this month’s study you will see the 
dying Christ, who satisfied the divine wrath and took the 
punishment for our sin, and you will praise the living and 
exalted Christ, who calls us and reconciles us to God. We 
hope that the message of the glorious gospel in the book 
of Romans will refresh, encourage, and strengthen your 
faith. Thank you for your partnership with the ministry  
of Today in the Word! This issue—or any issue of our 
devotional—wouldn’t be possible without your ongoing 
faithful support.

www.todayintheword.com
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Paul likely wrote the epistle to the Romans, 
the topic of this month’s study, about A.D. 
57 while staying in or near Corinth during 
his third missionary journey. He had been 
preaching the gospel for about twenty 
years by this time, but he had not yet  
visited Rome. Estimates of the city’s popu-
lation then vary considerably, due mainly 
to the fact that slaves usu-
ally weren’t counted, but 
it may have been about 
400,000 people. Though 
Jews had been evicted 
from Rome in A.D. 49, the 
emperor who gave that 
order died five years later, 
enabling some to return 
by the time Paul wrote this 
letter. Perhaps 10 percent of the popula-
tion were Jews, meaning that the Roman 
church was most likely majority Gentile 
and minority Jewish.

Paul’s immediate reason for writing to 
the church at Rome was to inform them 
of his plan to visit them, after he deliv-
ered to Jerusalem an offering taken up 

for the Jewish poor from several Gentile 
churches (15:23–28; see Acts 19:21). The 
central theme of his epistle is the gospel, 
and Romans contains the single most fully 
exposited theological account Paul wrote 
on the subject. 

The theme of the gospel is seen from the 
very first verse, in which 
Paul identified himself as 
“set apart for the gospel of 
God” (v. 1). He then paused 
in his salutation to spend 
the next three verses pro-
claiming the gospel to be 
the fulfillment of many 
promises and prophecies 
and centered on Christ 

(vv. 2–4). He affirmed Jesus to be both a  
human “descendant of David” and the 
divine “Son of God” and highlighted His 
resurrection as evidence of the gospel’s 
power. This is how and why Paul was au-
thorized to call the Gentiles, including the 
believers in Rome, to “the obedience that 
comes from faith” in Christ (vv. 5–6).

If you haven’t heard of the recently published 
one-volume Moody Bible Commentary, we 
recommend it as a valuable tool for assisting you 
with your study of the Scriptures. The chapter on 
Romans is downloadable as a free sample. To 
obtain it, go to http://moodybiblecommentary 
.com/, click on “Study Romans Now,” and fill out 
a brief form.

Join us in prayer for the 
dedicated service of the 
Admissions department staff on 
Moody’s Chicago campus: 
Janessa Davis, Charles Dresser, 
and Jacqueline Haywood. Praise 
God for the many careers in 
full-time ministry they help 
make possible. 

Read: Romans 1:1–7 Sunday, March 1

Greetings and Background of the Epistle

 Set apart for the 
gospel of God.

Romans 1:1

Pray with Us
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Concerning the main purpose and theme 
of Romans, commentator Colin G. Kruse 
explained: “Paul’s thesis is that the power 
of God is revealed through the gospel for 
all who have faith. In succeeding sections 
of the letter he argues the case for this 
thesis, defends it against possible objec-
tions, and spells out some of its ethical 
implications.” Kruse also 
defined the gospel as “the 
good news of what God 
has done through his Son’s 
atoning death and resur-
rection to deal with the 
effects of the fall upon  
individuals, society, and  
ultimately the cosmos.”

Paul wasted no time in an-
nouncing this theme. After 
thanking God for the Christians in Rome, 
letting them know he was praying for 
them, and making explicit his desire to 
visit and minister the gospel among them 
in verses 8 through 15, he then identified 
the gospel as his main topic and founda-
tion for ministry. These verses (vv. 16–17) 
are often identified as the key verses for 
understanding the entire book.

What are the most significant character-
istics of the gospel here? First, it is based 
in “the power of God.” Ultimately, there 
can be no good news or hope apart from 
the Almighty. Second, the essence of the 
gospel is “salvation,” meaning rescue or 
deliverance from sin and death. Third, the 
requirement for receiving the gospel is 

faith. Salvation is available 
to “everyone who believes,” 
both Jew and Gentile. 
Fourth and finally, the gos-
pel at work in our lives by 
faith is the means by which 
the “righteousness of God 
is revealed.” 

Commentator Douglas 
Moo summarized the 
“righteousness of God” as 

“the act by which God brings people into 
right relationship with himself.” This in-
corporates multiple dimensions—history 
(God’s promises, prophecies, and actions), 
justification (our legal status or standing 
before God), sanctification (His ongoing 
work in our lives), and relationship (we are 
God’s children).

An appropriate prayer request this month—for 
any month, really, but especially a month of 
studying Romans—is for opportunities to bear 
witness to the gospel. Good news is intended to be 
shared, and there must be someone in your life 
who needs to hear it! Ask the Lord to show you in 
whose hearts He’s already working and how you 
can best participate in the spread of the gospel.

As we continue to recognize the 
service of the Admissions 
department, we ask you to 
pray for Christopher Toland, 
Audrianna Cageao, and 
Ricardo Brown in Chicago and 
for David Humphrey, assistant 
dean of Admissions on Moody’s 
Michigan campus. 

Read: Romans 1:8–17 Monday, March 2

Main Purpose and Theme: The Gospel

The gospel . . . 
is the power of 
God that brings 

salvation to 
everyone who 

believes.
Romans 1:16
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Pornographic websites do a brisk busi-
ness. The largest sees 4.4 billion page 
views per month, three times more than 
CNN. The second-largest serves 4,000 
web pages per second, or about 100  
gigabytes, at its busiest times. Estimated 
one source, “Porn makes up 30% of the 
total data transferred across the Internet.”

Pornography is just one ex-
ample of human sinfulness. 
Sin is an essential part of 
the gospel message, but it 
is not a popular topic these 
days. People would rather 
not admit they actively 
rebel against and suppress 
truth, specifically, the truth 
about who God is that is 
clearly revealed in the cre-
ated world. He has made Himself known, 
and those who reject Him stand without 
excuse under His wrath (vv. 18–20).

Idolatry is the fundamental sin (vv. 21–
23). To not worship the only One who is  
worthy of worship is bad enough, but to 
instead give that worship to images of cre-
ated things is ludicrous. Sin has a strongly 

absurd and irrational element that is con-
veyed through phrases such as “thinking 
became futile” and “foolish hearts were 
darkened.” 

Sin begets more sin, with increasing  
consequences (vv. 24–27). When people 
resist God’s will, He gives them over to 

their own corrupt wills. Paul 
used sexual immorality  
(often connected with idol-
atry in his day), as a prime 
example of the perversity 
of exchanging the truth 
for a lie and of knowingly 
persisting in doing the very 
things that deserve death. 
If left to themselves on a 
sinful trajectory, people be-
come fully depraved and 

“filled with every kind of wickedness” (vv. 
28–32). The list of sinful actions is long, 
but beyond that they even “invent ways of  
doing evil”!

In summary, the gospel—the good news 
of deliverance from sin—is needed be-
cause all have sinned and stand under 
the just judgment of God’s holy wrath.  

To take sin seriously in our culture is to be 
countercultural—and to raise the topic of God’s 
wrath is downright radical! Most people think 
they’re basically good, or at any rate, that they’re 
better than the next guy. They believe God will 
conform to their expectations. In light of this, we 
must honestly yet lovingly address human 
sinfulness in our witness.

Would you uphold in prayer the 
ministry of Moody president, 
Dr. Paul Nyquist, as he gets ready 
for tomorrow’s Day of Prayer on 
campus? Please also include in 
your prayers his assistants in the 
president’s office: Judi Sandiford 
and Faith Grudziecki.

Read: Romans 1:18–32 Tuesday, March 3

Gospel Need: Sin and God’s Wrath

The wrath of God 
is being revealed 

from heaven 
against all the 

godlessness and 
wickedness of 

people.  
Romans 1:18

Pray with Us
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As we study this month, we should take 
to heart Martin Luther’s recommendation: 
Romans “is worthy not only that every 
Christian should know it word for word, 
by heart, but occupy himself with it every 
day, as the daily bread of the soul. It can 
never be read or pondered too much, 
and the more it is dealt with the more pre-
cious it becomes, and the 
better it tastes.”

Today’s passage argues 
that God’s wrath is righ-
teous and His judgment 
deserved. It is based on 
truth, including all people 
being sinful, so no one has 
any reason to look down 
on anyone else. We’re all in 
the same boat, unable to 
save ourselves and desperately in need of 
God’s mercy (vv. 1–4). To think otherwise 
is to disrespect His patience—the only 
reason He doesn’t immediately execute 
justice is to give more time for repentance. 

Here Paul employed a rhetorical tech-
nique, a diatribe, that we’ll see numerous 

times in Romans. A diatribe is a dialogue 
or debate with a hypothesized conversa-
tion partner. The writer imagines someone 
objecting to his arguments and responds 
to those objections. 

Paul imagined someone who thought they 
could escape God’s judgment or who 

thought such judgment 
would never occur. But the 
“day of God’s wrath” is in-
deed coming! His anger is 
not like our anger. Human 
anger can be sinful, petty, 
and vengeful, but divine 
anger is about the full rev-
elation of His righteousness 
(v. 5). 

Another way of looking at this is in 
terms of everyone, whether Jew or Gen-
tile, receiving the just consequences of 
their choices and actions (vv. 6, 9–11). A 
life grounded in faith in Jesus will result 
in good choices and actions (v. 7), while 
those who follow their own way will live 
as already described (1:18–32) and reap 
the results of their sin (v. 8).

Verse 4 asks, “Do you show contempt for the 
riches of his kindness . . . intended to lead you to 
repentance?” God offers us forgiveness, mercy, 
love, and a relationship with Him. Will we persist 
in thinking that we are OK—or at least better 
than other people—and refuse to repent of our 
sin? Confess and repent today, and thank God 
for His overwhelming kindness to you.

Today is the MBI Day of 
Prayer—a special day set aside 
to focus on corporate prayer. As 
our students, faculty, and 
employees pray together, it’s a 
good opportunity to lift up to 
God our trustees and their 
contribution to Moody’s ministries.  

Read: Romans 2:1–11 Wednesday, March 4

Gospel Need: God’s Righteous Judgment

We know that 
God’s judgment 

against those who 
do such things is 
based on truth.

Romans 2:2
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You may have heard the “fact” that peo-
ple use only 10 percent of their brains. 
Sixty-five percent of Americans believe 
this to be true, including half of all science 
teachers. The problem is that this “fact,” 
widely cited for more than a century, is 
completely untrue. Though the “10 percent 
myth” flatters our potential abilities, the 
truth is that normal people 
already use 100 percent of 
their brains!

Human beings are all too 
willing to believe false-
hoods that feed our pride. 
This is why some Jews had 
come to believe that the 
Mosaic Law gave them a 
privileged status with God, 
a belief Paul contradict-
ed in today’s reading (vv. 12–16). Simply 
knowing the law gave no guarantees, for 
God doesn’t play favorites. Only obedi-
ence or disobedience count. In addition, 
Gentiles, though lacking the law, possess 
a God-given conscience or internal moral 
sense of right and wrong. 

This didn’t mean the Mosaic Law was use-
less (vv. 17–24). It played a special role in 
revealing God’s standards and character. 
Nonetheless, Jews stood under the same 
judgment as Gentiles. Despite their spe-
cial relationship and covenant with God, 
they had failed to obey His commands—
a point Paul made through a series of rhe-

torical questions—or to be 
a witness to the nations.

Along the same lines, cir-
cumcision or a covenant 
identity was no reason for 
Jews to presume they had 
a lock on God’s favor (vv. 
25–29). Their salvation 
was not ensured by their 
status as “chosen people.” 
The outward symbol of 

circumcision mattered only if it matched 
an inward reality of a heart committed to 
faithful obedience. This was by no means 
a new idea. Paul alluded to Moses mak-
ing the same point ( see Deut. 10:16), and 
Jesus had given a similar warning to the 
religious leaders (see Matt. 3:7–10).

The Mosaic Law would have helped Israel 
become a light to the world, bringing worship and 
glory to God. They failed in this responsibility, 
however (v. 24). They couldn’t “live the law” or as 
we might say, “walk the talk.” What about us? We 
know the gospel, but is God’s name “blas-
phemed” among unbelievers because of how we 
live? Or is it honored through our obedience?

Today we invite you to pray for 
the service of Jim Elliott, vice 
president of Stewardship at 
Moody in Chicago, and his team 
in the Planned Giving 
department. We pray that their 
work for God will continue to 
testify of His grace in their lives.

Read: Romans 2:12–29 Thursday, March 5

Gospel Need: The Law Cannot Save

Circumcision is 
circumcision of the 
heart, by the Spirit, 

not by the 
written code.

Romans 2:29

Pray with Us
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Before he sold his soul to the devil in  
exchange for wealth and power, the title 
character in Doctor Faustus, from the  
Renaissance drama by Christopher  
Marlowe, considered studying theology. 
But when he read in the Bible that all have 
sinned and that sin’s wages are death,  
he concluded: “Why, then, belike we must 
sin and so consequently 
die. Ay, we must die an ev-
erlasting death.” In other 
words, he saw no hope, no 
way out. 

Faustus should have kept 
reading: “For the wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (6:23). Without the love of 
God, Faustus was right. There is no escape 
for any human being. There is no way on 
our own to please God or to meet His just 
and righteous standards. But put God’s 
love into the equation and the outcomes 
change entirely. That’s good news!

In today’s reading, Paul initially returned 
to the topic of Israel. Were there any ben-
efits in being Jewish (vv. 1–8)? Yes. One 
benefit is Scripture itself—God entrusted 
His people with His “very words.” Another 
benefit is that the law reveals in a new 
way, even in the face of human unfaith-
fulness, God’s faithful love. The actual  

purpose of the law, in fact, 
was to make us aware 
of our sinfulness and to  
establish our responsibil-
ity before the all-righteous 
Judge (vv. 19–20). We 
can say nothing in our  
defense—we stand silent.

The bottom line is that with 
or without the law, all people, Jews and 
Gentiles alike, are “under the power of 
sin” and stand condemned (vv. 9–18). Paul 
employed a string of Old Testament quo-
tations and allusions to prove this point 
from Scripture. We are all guilty of failing 
to seek, fear, or obey the Lord.

Doctor Faustus is a classic drama about a man’s 
soul and whether in the end it will be saved or 
damned. Live theater productions might be hard 
to find, but there are several videos of such 
productions freely available on YouTube, as well 
as at least one audiobook version. You might also 
seek out a classic 1968 movie version of this play 
recently remastered on DVD. 

Please include in your prayer 
time today Moody’s field 
representatives who serve our 
donors across the country. 
Pray for the Lord to give them 
health, traveling safety, and 
wonderful relationships with 
Moody’s friends. 

Read: Romans 3:1–20 Friday, March 6

Gospel Need: No Way Out

There is no one 
righteous, not 

even one.
Romans 3:10
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During an operation, surgeons in Vancou-
ver were surprised to find that the patient 
had green blood. He had taken too many 
pills of a certain medication that reacted 
with his blood’s hemoglobin to change its 
color to a dark shade of green! Despite 
this irregularity, the surgery went well and 
the man recovered fully.

Blood and life are integral-
ly connected. The blood of 
Christ justifies and redeems 
those who respond in faith 
(vv. 25–26). Having estab-
lished the absolute need 
for the gospel, Paul next 
moved into the second  
major section of his letter—
the heart of the gospel, that 
is, its essential content. We’ll 
examine this over the next week. The righ-
teousness of God was revealed first in His 
just wrath against sin (Rom. 1:18–3:20), 
and second in His loving justification of us 
by faith (Rom. 3:21–7:6).

Justification is a term describing how God 
credits us with His righteousness in or-

der to save us from the penalty of death.  
Because His Son died for sin in our place, 
God offers salvation from sin as a gift 
of His grace. It must be a gift, for it could 
never be earned by any merit of our own, 
since we’re all sinners (vv. 23, 27–28). 

This gift of redemption, ransom, and  
release can be received 
only by faith (vv. 22, 24). 
It’s as though a judge has 
issued a decree pardoning 
us and changing our status 
from “guilty” to “innocent” 
because Jesus took the 
punishment for us. 

This is often referred to as 
substitutionary atonement. 

Christ took our place and shed His own 
blood in our place (vv. 25–26). As the 
Old Testament sacrifices foreshadowed, 
His blood brought forgiveness and life. 
No wonder Martin Luther called Romans 
3:21–26 (all one sentence in Greek) “the 
chief point . . . of the whole Bible”!

Have you trusted Christ for salvation? If not, 
you’re liable to pay the “wages of sin” yourself. 
But why do that? God loved you so much that He 
sent His own Son to pay that debt for you! He 
invites you today to believe on Jesus and receive 
the gift of forgiveness and eternal life. “Everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” 
(Rom. 10:13).

Moody began as a school to 
provide Bible training to Christian 
workers. And today, education is 
still in the forefront of our global 
ministry. Would you ask God to 
guide Dr. Junias Venugopal, 
provost and dean of Education, in 
his leadership role?

Read: Romans 3:21–31 Saturday, March 7

Gospel Heart: Justification by Faith

All are justified 
freely by his 

grace through 
the redemption 
that came by 
Christ Jesus.

Romans 3:24

Pray with Us
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People sometimes refer to God in the Old 
Testament and God in the New Testament 
as if they are different Beings. This is false—
God is One. That’s certainly the way early 
believers saw it, according to commen-
tator Craig S. Keener: “[T]he Christian 
movement, as it came to be called, viewed 
itself as carrying on the biblical faith of 
patriarchs and prophets in 
view of end-time fulfillment 
in Christ, demonstrated by 
the eschatological gift of 
the Spirit.”

This continuity in God’s 
plan for history is evident in 
today’s passage. Justifica-
tion by faith was not a new 
idea. It had been there all 
along at the heart of God’s 
relationship with His people. Abraham 
wasn’t just an example of this—he was the 
example, the national patriarch.

Abraham was justified not by his works 
but by his faith (vv. 1–5). Paul explained 
that to be credited with righteousness due 

to works would mean that God was  
obligated to do so, while if it was due to 
faith, then it was an undeserved, freely be-
stowed gift from the Lord. The implication 
is that the truth must be the second op-
tion, for how could a mere human being 
have a claim on the Almighty? A second  
example, David—Israel’s greatest king and 

the ancestor of the Messi-
ah—made the same point  
(vv. 6–8).

This principle applied 
throughout Abraham’s life. 
Circumcision followed the 
declaration of Genesis 
15:6 and was a sign of his 
faith (vv. 9–12). Similarly, 
the covenant promises also 
show that the righteousness 

credited to Abraham was not his but God’s  
(vv. 13–17). The greatness of Abraham’s 
faith can be seen in how he trusted God’s 
impossible promise of a son (vv. 18–22). 
Abraham’s justification by faith makes him 
the spiritual ancestor of both Jewish and 
Gentile Christians (vv. 12, 16–17, 23–25).

Paul wrote of Abraham and David in Romans 4. It 
might be helpful to consider how other Old 
Testament characters were also declared righ-
teous through faith and not by works. In what 
ways did individuals such as Noah, Job, Ruth, and 
Isaiah demonstrate faith in God’s character and 
promises? In what circumstances did He credit 
them with the gift of His righteousness?

Spring break begins today for 
Moody students. Many of them 
will be on short-term mission 
trips. We thank God for the 
dedication of our students and 
ask you to pray for God’s 
protection and for a fruitful 
time of their ministry around 
the country.

Read: Romans 4 Sunday, March 8

Gospel Heart: Example of Abraham

Abraham believed 
God, and it was 

credited to him as 
righteousness.

Romans 4:3
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As a child, Lela Newcombe was shipped 
west from New York on an “Orphan Train” 
in 1917 to be adopted by a Nebraska 
family. Unfortunately, her new mother 
beat her frequently and savagely over a 
period of thirteen years. When Lela later 
came to Christ as an adult, she chose to  
forgive her abuser and to let go of the hurt  
and hatred.

Lela’s amazing ability 
to forgive was rooted in 
God’s amazing love and 
forgiveness for her and 
for us. Having described  
justification by faith and 
asserted that this has al-
ways been part of God’s 
plan, Paul continued to 
develop his explanation of 
the gospel.

The good news of salvation means we 
have peace with God (vv. 1–2, 9–11). A 
state of hostility had existed because as 
powerless sinners our destiny was His 
wrath and judgment. But the Lord is not 
some big bully who delights to punish, 

even when He has just cause. He rescued 
us with the greatest act of love ever seen, 
the sacrifice of His own Son—for His ene-
mies (vv. 6–8)! Believers on Jesus are thus 
reconciled to God and can stand before 
Him by grace. 

We deserve none of this, so any “boast-
ing” that goes on should be 
about God and for His glo-
ry. Suffering for His name is 
a privilege and furthers His 
work in our lives (vv. 3–4). 
The same love that saved 
us continues to be poured 
out through the gift of the 
Holy Spirit (v. 5).

Salvation has several  
dimensions in time. This is how Paul could 
write in verse 10 both that “we were rec-
onciled” and that “shall we be saved.” As 
believers, we have already been justified 
by faith in Christ. We’re no longer under 
condemnation. In our present lives, we’re  
being sanctified or made holy. One day, 
that work will be completed and we’ll 
stand glorified forever! 

Romans is a particularly rich and challenging 
book. To aid you in your study, we recommend 
several commentaries: Romans by C. E. B. 
Cranfield is regarded as a modern classic. Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans by Colin G. Kruse efficiently 
covers a great deal of territory. The Epistle to the 
Romans by Douglas J. Moo is a more detailed 
and exhaustive but still very readable choice.

We are thankful for the service of 
Steven Mogck, executive vice 
president and chief operating 
officer. Would you pray for him 
today as he oversees the 
important details of operations 
on Moody’s Chicago campus?  

Read: Romans 5:1–11 Monday, March 9

Gospel Heart: Reconciled to God in Christ

God demonstrates 
his own love for us 
in this: While we 
were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8

Pray with Us
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Some scholars search for what they call 
the “historical Jesus” among the so-called 
myths of Christianity. David Fitzgerald is 
one of several scholars who argue that 
Jesus never existed at all. He has labeled 
accounts of Jesus’ life as “historicized my-
thology,” that is, as the result of filling in 
mythical stories and patterns with specific 
and realistic but ultimately 
fictional details.

Christianity, however, is 
an historical faith rooted 
in real people and real 
events. It is as actual, his-
torical persons that Adam 
and Christ are compared 
and contrasted in today’s 
reading. To go all the way 
back to the first man is to 
put salvation in ultimate historical context 
and to see the Fall and the Cross as the 
two turning points in human history.

Adam’s disobedient choice brought sin 
and death to all humanity. Long before the 
Ten Commandments were given, people 
had a sense of right and wrong by which 

they knew enough to stand condemned 
(vv. 13–14; 1:18–23). Adam disobeyed a 
direct instruction from God. Once the Mo-
saic Law had been given, another chapter 
in history opened, one in which the nature 
and extent of sin—and thus, our desper-
ate need for God’s salvation—became 
even more visible (v. 20).

In contrast with Adam’s 
choice, Christ’s sacrifice 
brought righteousness 
and life for all who be-
lieve (vv. 15–21). He took 
our place and paid the 
consequences once for all. 
The contrasting parallels 
are numerous: sin versus 
grace, condemnation ver-
sus justification, a trespass 

versus a gift, obedience versus disobedi-
ence, and death versus life. Paul described 
in as many ways as he could that reality 
had fundamentally shifted. Christ’s perfect 
obedience to His Father had brought the 
reign of death to an end. In light of history, 
God’s grace shines even more brightly!

The past (justification), present (sanctification), and 
future (glorification) dimensions of salvation are 
found throughout today’s reading. God’s declara-
tion of righteousness leads to our transformation 
or being made righteous. Salvation is more than 
a “fire escape” from hell—it includes the process 
of being made more like Jesus. Salvation should 
make a difference in our daily lives!

Dr. James Spencer is the vice 
president and dean of Moody 
Distance Learning. Please uphold 
in prayer his ministry of leading 
the school that trains well-
equipped Christian leaders 
firmly grounded in the faith. 

Read: Romans 5:12–21 Tuesday, March 10

Gospel Heart: Adam and Christ

Through the 
obedience of the 

one man the many 
will be made 

righteous.
Romans 5:19
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“Death be not proud,” wrote seventeenth-
century Christian poet John Donne, 
“though some have called thee / Mighty 
and dreadful, for thou art not so.” Argu-
ing that death is a kind of sleep, which is 
refreshing, he concluded his poem: “One 
short sleep past, we wake eternally, / 
And death shall be no more; Death, thou  
shalt die.”

The gospel moves us from 
death to life! We who are 
now spiritually alive should 
not live as if we were still 
spiritually dead (v. 2). The 
ludicrousness of such an 
idea is highlighted in the 
question, “Shall we go on 
sinning so that grace may 
increase?” (v. 1). This is a 
reductio ad absurdum, a rhetorical de-
vice revealing the absurdity or folly of 
an argument. Some might say that since 
grace increases when sin does, we should 
sin all the more. But this is as ridiculous as 
returning to slavery after being freed, or 
incomprehensible as choosing death over 
life. Christ’s death and resurrection have 

changed everything! Why would we con-
sider acting as though we had not been 
born again, symbolized in baptism, and 
united with Him (vv. 3–7)?

Our unity with Christ is one of both death 
and resurrection. Our “old self” was cruci-
fied and died with Him. But He conquered 

the grave and rose again, 
and so our “new self” has 
begun, as it were. The  
irrevocable truth is that 
God “has made perfect 
forever those who are 
being made holy” (Heb. 
10:14).

Therefore, just as the resur-
rected Christ “lives to God,” 

so should we (vv. 11–14). In the epistle’s first 
actual command, we are told to “count 
yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus” (v. 11). Since we have been 
freed from both the penalty and power of 
sin, the best and only sensible response is 
obedience or offering every part of our-
selves to God.

The poem quoted today,  #10 from Donne’s Holy 
Sonnets, is part of a wonderful heritage of 
Christian devotional poetry. The full sonnet can be 
found in several online sources. Reading and 
reflecting on the artistry, faith, and hope in such 
works can help us learn from believers who have 
gone before us. You could also choose a favorite 
hymn or song to focus your worship time.

Today, uphold in prayer Maria-
Elena Franco, Jantzen Loza, John 
Engelkemier, Danielle Kelly, and 
Micah Shumate from Moody 
Distance Learning’s Marketing 
and Operations, who help bring 
Moody education beyond our 
three campuses.

Read: Romans 6:1–14 Wednesday, March 11

Gospel Heart: From Death to Life

Now if we died 
with Christ, we 

believe that we will 
also live with him.

Romans 6:8

Pray with Us
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Experts estimate that 12 to 27 million 
people worldwide are enslaved, most of 
them women and children. Some are sold 
into prostitution, others work in clothing 
sweatshops, and still others toil in fields 
or factories. While slavery looks differ-
ent than in the past, it still means that 
people are forcibly exploited for their  
labor and are kept in plac-
es through violence and 
the threat of violence.

We were once slaves to sin, 
but through faith in Christ 
we’ve been freed! This sec-
ond portion of Romans 6 
follows the same reason-
ing pattern as the first. An 
absurd rhetorical question 
is again asked, and the an-
swer again is, “By no means!” (v. 15). Grace 
is not a license to sin. It simply means that 
believers now serve a new master. To be 
set free from sin means to have become 
“slaves to righteousness.”

Paul knew his analogy had limitations. 
Indeed, the Roman believers probably 

found it somewhat shocking! The point 
is that before they were saved from sin 
they were on a road of “ever-increasing 
wickedness,” but now they’re on a way 
“leading to holiness” (v. 19). Just as it is im-
possible to be both dead and alive, we 
simply cannot continue in the sin to which 
we were enslaved now that we are free 

to obey. 

Commentator C.E.B. Cran-
field said that though 
inadequate, the image 
of slavery “does express 
the total belongingness, 
total obligation and to-
tal accountability which 
characterize the life un-
der grace.” Looking back, 
we see only death in our  

former state. Looking forward in 
faith, we see holiness and eternal life  
(vv. 20–22). How obvious can a choice be? 
The deserved result of sin is death, while 
“the gift of God is eternal life in Christ  
Jesus our Lord” (v. 23; cf. Eph. 2:1–10).

Origen, a third-century theologian, gave advice 
for resisting temptation that is firmly grounded in 
Romans 6: “Whoever thinks or considers that he 
is dead will not sin. For example, if lust for a 
woman gets hold of me or if greed for silver, gold 
or riches stirs me and I say in my heart that I have 
died with Christ . . . the lust is immediately 
quenched and sin disappears.”

As we keep Moody Distance 
Learning in prayer, please add 
Andrew Beaty, Kevin Mahaffy, 
Feven Gebrehivot, Anthony 
Turner, and Richard Lin to your 
prayer list. They ensure the 
quality of instruction and 
of online access for the 
MDL students.

Read: Romans 6:15–23 Thursday, March 12

Gospel Heart: From Bondage to Freedom

You have been 
set free from 
sin and have 

become slaves to 
righteousness.

Romans 6:18
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At one point in Pilgrim’s Progress by John 
Bunyan, Christian debates with Ignorance 
about salvation. When Christian proposes 
that justification is by grace, not merit or 
works, Ignorance responds in astonish-
ment that such a doctrine would “loosen 
the reins of our lust, and tolerate us to live 
as we list [however we wish]. For what 
matter how we live if we 
may be justified by Christ’s 
personal righteousness?”

Paul anticipated this objec-
tion to the gospel. “Shall 
we sin because we are 
not under the law but un-
der grace?” (6:14). That 
is, if we’ve received grace 
does that mean sin doesn’t matter?  
Certainly not! We have discussed how 
the gospel means moving from death to 
life, from bondage to freedom, and from 
law to grace. These are different ways of  
describing the same reality of God’s work 
of salvation through Christ in us.

Continuing to develop these ideas, Paul 
presented an analogy from marriage to 
show what it means to be under an au-
thority (vv. 1–3). The marriage bond lasts 
“until death do us part.” During the mar-
riage, if a woman sleeps with another 
man, it’s adultery; but if the husband dies, 
then the marriage is over and the woman 

is free to remarry. Death 
breaks the authority of 
marriage and changes the 
identity and responsibilities 
of the participants. 

In the same way, grace is 
like a “second husband” (vv. 
4–6). When we died with 
Christ, the first “marriage” 

to the law and its condemnation for sin 
were dissolved. We’re now betrothed to 
our risen Lord “in order that we might 
bear fruit for God.” Previously “we were 
in the realm of the flesh, [and] the sinful 
passions aroused by the law were at work 
in us,” but now we “serve in the new way 
of the Spirit.”

Reflect on the fruit in your life as a result of your 
salvation through Jesus Christ. How have you 
seen God work in your life to enable you to serve 
Him? What sins have you been delivered from? 
You might want to make a list as a testimony in 
your spiritual journal, or share your testimony 
with a loved one. Use these reflections as a basis 
for praise and thanks to God!  

Again, we pray for MDL asking 
God to bless the ministry of 
Lanna-Marie Enns, Christian 
Martinsen, and Christine Tinker in 
Independent Studies, and Alin 
Vrancila in Customer Relations, as 
they guide students through their 
training at Moody.

Read: Romans 7:1–6 Friday, March 13

Gospel Heart: From Law to Grace

We might bear fruit 
for God.
Romans 7:4

Pray with Us
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In the early 1980s, a song by Christian mu-
sician Keith Green captured the struggle 
depicted in Romans 7: “The very things I 
hate, I end up doing, The things I want to 
do, I just don’t do . . . / The very ones I love 
I end up hurting, The ones I want to help 
I pass right by. / Now I want to be, finally 
set free, / The grace you’ve shown, the 
love I’ve known, / Please 
let it shine through me.”

Sanctification—the ongoing 
process of our being made 
righteous—is a spiritual 
wrestling match! Though 
justified by faith and de-
clared righteous by God, 
we’re still in the process of 
being transformed by His grace. Today’s 
reading reflects the psychological realities 
of this theological truth and begins a new 
section in our study. The phrase “Gospel 
Identity” suggests who we are and will 
become in Christ, including all dimensions 
of salvation. 

It’s important to see that the Mosaic Law 
wasn’t bad (v. 12). It had been like a teacher, 

showing Paul his true state. Seizing the op-
portunity of a specific commandment to 
disobey in a specific way, his sinful nature 
“deceived me, and through the command-
ment put me to death” (v. 11). The law itself 
couldn’t bring life, but it could and did ex-
pose the full reality of sin. 

A person’s sin nature 
doesn’t evaporate over-
night. The flesh is still being 
put to death. Though no 
longer our master, it con-
tinues to exert influence. 
Therefore, even though 
we know how and why 
we ought to live, we have 
a frustrating tendency to 

choose wrongly. 

Nonetheless, our sinfulness is no longer 
our essential identity. We have been de-
livered! One day, in the words of a classic 
hymn: “Then we shall be where we would 
be, Then we shall be what we should be, 
Things that are not now, nor could be, 
Soon shall be our own.”

We are tempted to evaluate ourselves wrongly: 
either we think we are better than we are, without 
need of God’s sanctification; or we think we are 
worse than we are, without hope for salvation or 
deliverance. Scripture orients our identity around 
what God has done for us. His power delivered us. 
His power is working in our lives. As you wrestle 
with sin, recognize that God’s Spirit works in you. 

In conclusion of our prayers for 
the MDL employees, today you 
can encourage Daniel Spurrier, 
Berk Arslan, Myrna Favors, and 
Kerwin Rodriguez who serve in 
supporting roles providing 
administrative assistance.

Read: Romans 7:7–25 Saturday, March 14

Gospel Identity: The Inner War—Whom to Serve?

I do not understand 
what I do.
Romans 7:15
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I’ve always been a guy 
who sought affirmation. 
Growing up was tough; 
my dad and I never 

could see eye to eye. Ultimately I 
ended up leaving home and re-
jecting my family for several 
years. My life morally was terri-
ble. I came back to God, but I still 
feel invisible to people. I got into 
Facebook and I post regularly, but 
nobody comments. How can I feel 
affirmed? 

All of us want to feel like we 
are appreciated, that we have 
a raison d’etre. And when we 
don’t feel like we have it, we 

seek it. Everybody wants to be appreciat-
ed. Obviously, how we treat others is vital. 
Facebook can be a great way to keep 
posted on our friends and relatives. But it’s 
not where relationships usually begin. Most 
of the people I know who seek love and 
belonging have found it first in loving others 
by acts of kindness. Once you move from 
filling a vacuum in your own life to helping 
others be all that God wants them to be, 
your search for affirmation dissipates. 
When you focus on others and helping 
them in their times of crisis, suddenly you 
feel life is definitely worthwhile.   

I work in a large com-
pany and am one of 
very few women in en-
gineering. I’m younger 

than most of my coworkers and 
yet have experienced upward 

mobility in a very short time.  
We divide into “think groups” to 
create new ideas or amplify old 
ones. It seems that someone criti-
cizes almost every idea I bring 
up. I often go home discouraged 
and find it difficult to feel good 
about going back to work the 
next day. How do I handle my 
frustration and discouragement 
as a Christian? 

One of the things I’ve learned in 
life is that suffering, which can 
include criticism, comes to us all. 
If we expect it, we won’t be sur-

prised by it! How we react to it determines 
the kind of day we’ll have. Over time we’ll 
discover that every circumstance can teach 
us something. Otherwise, we can become 
bitter and implode emotionally if we don’t 
trust God’s Word and believe that these 
things work for our good (see Rom. 8:28). 

Is trouble that comes 
into our lives a sign of 
punishment from God? 

I believe that the Bible does not 
teach that all trouble is a sign 
of punishment. As a matter of 
fact, Jesus said, “In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33). When 
trouble does come our way, it’s good to ex-
amine our lives to see if there is an offense 
against God in our lives (see Ps. 139:24). 
While God often chastens those He loves, it 
certainly is not punishment, but He disci-

Continued on next page

Question and Answer
By Mike Kellogg, Moody Radio Host
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plines us as a way of changing our conduct 
(see John 15:2). God warned Israel many 
times that their conduct was an embarrass-
ment to Him before the other nations, and 
they would be punished. Israel’s exile to 
Babylon was an example of a horrific judg-
ment on God’s chosen people. 

Scripture gives us other examples of trouble 
and suffering, however. Job was a  
righteous, faithful man who experienced tre-
mendous, heartbreaking trouble. In the book 
of Acts, the disciples suffered greatly be-
cause they were faithful to Christ. After being 
flogged for testifying about Jesus, “the apos-
tles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because 
they had been counted worthy of suffering 
disgrace for the Name” (Acts 5:41). Clearly 
this trouble was not a punishment from God! 
It will take wisdom and sensitivity to the con-
viction of the Holy Spirit for us to know the 
difference between His discipline in our lives 
and other reasons why we experience sor-
row and trials. 

I’ve always believed 
that we are saved by 
grace not works, but Je-
sus’ instruction to the 

rich young ruler is confusing. The 
ruler asks, “What do I have to do 
to inherit eternal life.” Jesus says, 
“Then love your neighbor as 
yourself.” What does Jesus mean?

The Lord Jesus was not saying 
that keeping the command-
ments and loving your  
neighbor would save you, no 

matter what some people infer from 
Mathew 19. Actually most translators sug-
gest that Jesus was asking two questions. 
First, Do you think by calling me good, that I 
am divine? The young man’s response was 
no. Second, Jesus asked, Can you meet the 
requirements of being good?, and man an-
swered that he had kept all the command-
ments.  Jesus told him that keeping the law 
includes loving others as well—and that 
was something this man had never demon-
strated in his obedience to God. When Je-
sus challenged the rich young man to give 
away all that he had, he went away sad 
because he had a lot. But even if he could 
keep all the law and love others it would 
never be enough. Salvation and eternal life 
come only from belief in Jesus Christ the 
Son of God. 

You always knew what 
was on Peter’s mind. 
What do you think of 
his personality?

I think Peter was impulsive. 
When Jesus was transfigured 
and Moses and Elijah ap-
peared with Him, Peter said 

they should build some kind of a memorial 
to the vision. During Jesus’ arrest, Peter in-
tervened by slicing off a servant’s ear. 
When accused by a servant girl of being 
part of Jesus’ crowd, Peter swore and de-
nied it. After Jesus’ resurrection and Peter’s 
conversation with Him in John 21, Peter’s 
boldness was transformed. In Acts he was 
one of the primary preachers of the gospel, 
willing to suffer for the name of Jesus.

Continued from previous page

Salvation and eternal life come only from belief in  
Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
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Flesh is an important term in Paul’s letters. 
It has layers of meaning, including both 
our physical and also our sinful nature. 
Physical bodies decay and die because 
they are subject to the consequences 
of sin and death. The Spirit, by contrast, 
works for righteousness and life. Will our 
bodies be instruments of sin or instruments 
of righteousness? One day, 
we will have glorified bod-
ies and our redemption 
will be complete, but in the 
meantime the flesh and the 
Spirit are at war for control.

At the start of Romans 
8, Paul revisited his main 
points. Believers in Christ 
no longer stand under condemnation  
because the law of the Spirit has broken 
the power of the law of sin, moving us 
from death to life. Christ accomplished 
what the Mosaic Law lacked the ability to 
do, and the tables were turned—sin was 
condemned, death died, and we stand 
justified by faith.

Therefore, Paul commanded, we are to live 
not by the flesh but by the Spirit. Living 
with God’s strength is the only way to win 
the battle described yesterday. When we 
give in to the desires of our sinful nature, 
we choose the way of death and hostility 
to God. 

To live by the Spirit, on the 
other hand, is the way of 
life and obedience to God. 
Our identity as followers of 
Christ puts us firmly in the 
“realm of the Spirit” (v. 9) 
For this reason, we live in 
hope of resurrection, the 
redemption of our earthly 
bodies (vv. 10–11). 

In the meantime, we have obligations to 
“put to death the misdeeds of the body” 
and to live as children of God should live 
(v. 13). Paul’s metaphor reframes salvation 
as adoption—a new family, with a new 
Father who has made us co-heirs with his 
own Son.

Read verses 14 through 17 and note all the 
promises we have in this passage: we are led by 
the Spirit, we are delivered from fear, we are 
adopted as the children of God, and we are 
co-heirs with Christ. As you go throughout your 
day, meditate on the reality of who you are as a 
child of God, and live in way that is consistent 
with that reality.

Moody’s ministries depend on the 
faithful giving of supporters, and 
we strive to reflect that support 
with faithful appropriation of 
finances. Please pray for Ken 
Heulitt, chief financial officer, and 
his leadership responsibilities in 
this area.

Read: Romans 8:1–17 Sunday, March 15

Gospel Identity: Setting the Mind on the Spirit

The mind governed 
by the Spirit is life 

and peace.
Romans 8:6

Pray with Us
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Bible professor Eric Ortlund wrote: “Chris-
tians pass from death to new life. The 
fundamental rules of their reality change: 
no longer subject to the law of sin and 
death, we put to death what is old within 
and have been raised to new life. We are 
walking apocalypses, undergoing that 
fundamental, final change. What the cos-
mos will undergo at the 
end of time has already 
started with us.”

God’s plan of salvation  
includes not only people 
but also all of creation! 
Both believers and the 
natural world are being 
redeemed. The transition 
point from yesterday’s pas-
sage is “sufferings” (v. 17), 
which in context includes both suffering 
persecution for the name of Christ and 
the sufferings experienced as part of 
sanctification (v. 18; 7:14–25). That’s why 
Paul went on in today’s reading to focus 
on redemption as a larger work of God. 

Though there’s no comparison with the 
“glory that will be revealed in us” (vv. 18, 
28–30), at present the world is in a state 
of groaning. First, creation groans. When 
sin entered human history, nature was  
affected as well (see Gen. 3:17–18). Frus-
trated, it eagerly awaits the fulfillment of 
God’s plan and its own liberation from 

bondage to decay and 
death. Paul compared this 
to labor pains preceding 
the birth of a child. 

Second, we groan. We  
experience justification 
and enjoy the Holy Spirit 
as the “firstfruits” or as a 
guarantee of salvation 
now, but we are still wait-
ing for the completed work 

of our salvation (cf. 2 Cor. 5:1–5). Third 
and finally, the Spirit Himself groans on 
our behalf. This is how He helps us pray, 
interceding for us in perfect accordance 
with God’s will.

Romans 8:28 is a favorite, often-quoted verse, 
and rightfully so. Too often, however, we quote it 
with reference to merely personal, material, or 
circumstantial needs and situations. In context, 
Paul meant something far better—the ultimate 
good for those who love God is His finished work 
of salvation (vv. 23, 29–30)! If you’ve never done 
so before, memorize this classic verse.

We are grateful for our 
undergraduate faculty from the 
Theology department. Pray for 
God’s encouragement and 
wisdom for John Clark, David 
Finkbeiner, Marcus Johnson, and 
Bryan Litfin as they train future 
shepherds of the church of God.

Read: Romans 8:18–30 Monday, March 16

Gospel Identity: Groaning in the Hope of Glory

We know that the 
whole creation 

has been groaning 
as in the pains of 

childbirth.
Romans 8:22
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In the chorus of “More Than Conquerors,” 
from their album The Art of Celebration, 
Rend Collective sings: “We are more than 
conquerors, through Christ / You have 
overcome this world, this life. / We will not 
bow to sin or to shame / We are defi-
ant in your name. / You are the fire that 
cannot be tamed. / You are the power in 
our veins, / our Lord, our 
God, our conqueror.” To-
day’s passage has inspired 
many songs! Praising God 
is a great response to the 
truths of salvation in the 
book of Romans. 

Through a string of rhetori-
cal questions in verses 31 
through 35, Paul assured us that God will 
complete His work of salvation. Why is it 
as good as done? (1) God is on our side, 
and no one can stop Him from doing it. 
(2) God has already given the supreme 
sacrifice, His own Son, so we can trust 

that He will surely finish the job. (3) God 
is the Judge, so the positive outcome of 
our case is guaranteed. (4) Christ is our 
mediator or intercessor—that is, our de-
fense attorney. No accuser, whether Satan 
or our own consciences, can contest our 
“righteous” verdict. (5) Absolutely nothing 
can separate us from the love of Christ. 

He’s always on the side of 
His people!

This doesn’t mean our 
lives will be easy. As we’ve 
already been told, suf-
fering is to be expected. 
Nonetheless, we’re already 
“more than conquerors” 
because of Christ (v. 37). 

No wonder Paul burst forth in a passion-
ate, eloquent, joyful statement of faith! 
There is no power in earth or heaven nor 
any reality such as time or death that can 
“separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (vv. 38–39).

It’s all too easy to focus on our own failures, 
difficult circumstances, or sorrows instead of on 
the promises of God. Our status as “more than 
conquerors” doesn’t depend on how we’re 
feeling—it depends on the faithfulness of God. 
His love for us remains even when life is hard or 
when we struggle. Praise Him today as a way to 
reorient your focus to be on His unfailing promise.

Today and tomorrow we’ll 
continue to pray for the Theology 
faculty on our Chicago campus. 
Thank God for professors 
Michael McDuffee, Sanjay 
Merchant, Bryan O’Neal, 
and Gregg Quiggle, and 
may He bless their interactions 
with students.

Read: Romans 8:31–39 Tuesday, March 17

Gospel Identity: More Than Conquerors

If God is for us, who 
can be against us?

Romans 8:31

Pray with Us
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The song, “Hallelujah, to Saving Grace,” 
on the album Before There Was by  
Bellarive, sums up the gospel. The first 
verse proclaims: “How am I to stand be-
fore You, my King with merit not my own, 
blood I did not bleed? Hallelujah, to sav-
ing grace. Hallelujah, to Thee. Hallelujah, 
for death has lost its grip on me.” 

This month, we’ve seen Paul 
demonstrate the need for 
the gospel, explain God’s 
loving plan of redemption 
at the heart of the gos-
pel, and highlight how the  
gospel transforms our 
identities. In the remainder 
of the epistle, he examines 
new and old truths re-
vealed in the gospel (chap. 
9–11) and explores how the gospel should 
shape our daily conduct (chap. 12–16).

Did the gospel erase Israel’s special place 
in God’s plan of redemption? No, no more 
than grace did away with obedience. But 
in the flow of Paul’s letter, the question 

naturally follows: What now is the role of 
Israel and its history in the larger picture 
of salvation history? Paul, a Jew, felt this 
question personally, so much so that he 
was willing to be “cursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my people” (9:3). He 
also prayed continually for them to re-
spond in faith to the gospel (9:30–10:4).

The key in responding 
to this question is God’s 
sovereignty, which is  
expressed through His 
faithfulness and mercy. He 
had kept all His promises. 
He had freely chosen to do 
as He planned—the right 
of the Potter over the clay, 
a metaphor that recalls 
numerous mentions from 

the Old Testament (see Ps. 2:9; Isa. 29:16; 
Jer. 18:6). The Gentiles were not a back-up 
plan, nor was the Mosaic Law that was 
given to Israel a failure. In fact, “Christ is 
the culmination of the law” (10:4). He is its 
purpose, reason for being, and fulfillment.

Scripture uses the image of the potter to commu-
nicate how God is sovereign, loving, and faithful 
in our lives. He made us, shapes us, and uses us 
for His glory. Consider taking a pottery class to 
learn more about the process of working with 
clay, or buy a special piece from a local potter. 
Use that pot or vase or mug to remind you of 
God’s sovereign care for you. 

Concluding our prayers for the 
Theology faculty, lift up to God 
the ministry of David Rim, 
Richard Weber, and Kevin Zuber 
who guide, encourage, and 
challenge their students in their 
spiritual journeys at Moody 
and beyond.

Read: Romans 9:1–10:4 Wednesday, March 18

Gospel Revelations: God’s Sovereignty and Israel

My heart’s desire 
and prayer to God 

for the Israelites 
is that they may 

be saved.
Romans 10:1
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The Literary Study Bible claims to be  
“unlike other study Bibles in that the com-
mentary focuses on the literary features 
of the Bible, as distinct from historical,  
cultural, or linguistic features.” The  
introduction to each book features a 
paragraph on that book “as a chapter 
in the master story of the Bible.” Seeing 
Scripture as one continu-
ous narrative authored by 
God gives us a larger per-
spective on redemption!

This is why what Paul  
explains about salvation 
in today’s reading is new 
but not really. From the first 
words of his letter (1:2), he 
had contextualized the gospel in terms 
of all of biblical history. Abraham and  
David were justified by faith, not works. 
The Mosaic Law was not a means to the 
end of salvation but rather anticipated 
Christ and had been fulfilled in and by 
Him (v. 4). 

Paul proved that point through citations 
from Moses himself (vv. 5–8). God’s plan 

has unfolded, often in ways that people 
did not expect, and yet His faithful sover-
eign love remains the ongoing theme of 
the story.

The essence of the gospel is faith in Christ 
(vv. 9–13). To believe on Him is the same as 
to believe in the God of Israel. To believe 

is both an internal and 
external matter—we trust 
with our hearts and pro-
fess with our mouths. This 
reality applies to both Jews 
and Gentiles. There are not 
two paths to salvation, only 
one—God’s own Son, Je-
sus Christ (see John 14:6).

Paul further argued that the Jews knew 
enough to be held accountable for their 
rejection of Christ. They had received 
God’s revelation; many leaders and 
prophets had brought them His words. 
God had kept all His promises to Israel. 
They should have responded with faith 
and obedience. 

One implication of Paul’s argument is that there’s 
no such thing as a “secret believer.” Believing is an 
act of the heart as well as of words—both are 
part of showing faith (vv. 9–10). While some feel 
that “actions speak louder than words,” Scripture 
is clear that part of our witness must be words. 
Do you profess Christ? Are you praying and 
looking for opportunities to do so?

Vice president and general 
counsel, Janet Stiven, appreciates 
your prayers today for the 
ministries of Moody Bible Institute. 
Pray that Moody would continue 
our legacy of legal integrity in 
every detail of our operations.

Read: Romans 10:5–21 Thursday, March 19

Gospel Revelations: Salvation Is New but Not New

Christ is the 
culmination of 

the law.
Romans 10:4

Pray with Us
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The acronym “PBPGINFWMY” used to be 
popular among some Christians. It could 
be found on buttons, bumper stickers, 
clothing, and other merchandise. It means 
“Please Be Patient, God Is Not Finished 
With Me Yet.” This phrase conveys the fact 
that we are all spiritual works in progress.

This is true not only for us 
as individuals, but also for 
the people of Israel. Paul’s 
evaluation that the Jews 
had known enough to 
be held accountable for 
their rejection of Christ 
was thankfully not the last 
word about them. Israel 
may have rejected God, 
but God had not rejected them (vv. 1–2a). 
Paul, a Jew called to evangelize Gentiles, 
was himself evidence to the contrary! And 
Israel’s history likewise demonstrated—
despite the idolatry, legalism, and rebel-
liousness—that a faithful “remnant” of 
believers who had worshiped the Lord in 
obedient faith remained (vv. 2b–4).

Paul contended that this continued to be 
true. Though most of the Jewish religious 
leaders had rejected Christ, some of the 
Jewish people were in fact “chosen by 
grace” (v. 5). Grace, as it always had been, 
is the basis of salvation for both Jews 
and Gentiles. Israel had never achieved 
righteousness in God’s eyes by means of 

the law. This was both their 
choice and God’s plan. The 
“elect” or “remnant chosen 
by grace” were justified 
by faith (as Abraham had 
been), but “the others were 
hardened.” 

How could God hold Is-
rael responsible when it 

was He Himself who had hardened their 
hearts? Because it was also true that they 
had known enough to respond in faith. 
While it’s difficult to envision how they can 
co-exist—God’s predestination and fore-
knowledge are issues that have vexed 
the church for centuries—Paul treated as 
clearly real both God’s sovereignty and 
human choice or responsibility.

God’s faithfulness to Israel should encourage us! 
God kept His promises and covenants with them, 
even when they broke faith. The same is true for 
us. No matter what circumstances look like, He is 
greater. No matter how we’ve failed, He is in 
control. No matter how we’ve sinned, He forgives. 
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever” (Ps 118:1).

Moody students receive vital 
assistance and guidance in their 
courses and programs of study 
from the Academic Records 
department. Would you pray for 
its staff—George Mosher, 
Bethanne Tremper, Margaret 
Creech, and Tyrome Turner?

Read: Romans 11:1–10 Friday, March 20

Gospel Revelations: God’s Faithfulness and Israel

There is a remnant 
chosen by grace.

Romans 11:5
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Metaphors of trees and branches are 
scattered throughout Scripture. Jesus, for 
example, said He is “the true vine, and 
my Father is the gardener.” Those who 
believe in Christ and “remain” or “abide” 
in Him show it in the fruit (results) of their 
lives. The Father prunes them to bear even 
more fruit. Those who do not believe are 
like branches that are cut 
off and thrown away. They 
wither and are eventually 
“thrown into the fire and 
burned” (John 15:1–6). 

In a similar way, belief and 
unbelief are the point of the 
tree image used by Paul in 
today’s reading. Repeating 
what is by now a familiar pattern, the pas-
sage opens with a rhetorical question to 
which the answer is an emphatic “no”—
Israel has not been cast aside and is not 
beyond hope. In fact, the nation’s failure 
to believe has been used by God to bring 
salvation to the Gentiles. That in turn, Paul 
prays, will “arouse my own people to envy 

and save some of them” (v. 14) When that 
happens, their “full inclusion” will display 
even more clearly the riches of God’s 
grace (v. 12)!

God’s unfolding plan was like an olive 
tree (vv. 16–24; see Jer. 11:16–17). Its holy 
“root” is God’s faithful covenant love, seen 

in His relationships with the 
Patriarchs and in the Mo-
saic Law. Branches that are 
broken off are unbelieving 
Jews. Branches that remain 
on the tree are believing 
Jews; branches grafted 
onto the tree are believing 
Gentiles. However they got 
there, all the branches of 

the tree are nourished by the same root 
and remain on the tree by faith. Faith is 
met with God’s kindness, but unbelief with 
His “sternness,” that is, with His wrath and 
judgment (v. 22). God’s plan of salvation 
has an essential unity and continuity that 
transcends ethnic identities and histories.

Paul’s gospel theology featured a warning against 
pride: Gentile believers were not covenant outsiders 
or second-class Christians, nor were Jewish believers 
covenant failures or rejecters of the Messiah. Both 
groups were justified by faith, beloved of God, and 
part of His plan. For us as well, there’s no reason to 
look down on one another. As the saying goes, the 
ground is level at the foot of the Cross!

Keeping the students’ records 
may be behind-the-scenes 
activity, but it’s essential for the 
academic process. Please uphold 
in prayer the rest of the 
Academic Records staff—
Katherine Bragg, Auctavia 
Cegers, and Melanie Monteclaro.

Read: Romans 11:11–24 Saturday, March 21

Gospel Revelations: God’s “Tree” and the Gentiles

God is able to graft 
them in again.

Romans 11:23

Pray with Us
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Mystery is a significant theological 
term for Paul. In his day, occult “mystery  
religions” regularly boasted of having 
secret knowledge available only to the 
initiated. The Apostle taught, however, that 
the “mystery” of God’s plan of salvation 
had been clearly revealed. Bringing the 
Gentiles into the kingdom, a part of God’s 
plan from the very begin-
ning of creation, was now 
unveiled as part of the  
gospel of Christ.

The mystery also meant 
that Israel’s rejection of 
the Messiah wouldn’t 
be permanent. By God’s  
sovereignty, “Israel has ex-
perienced a hardening” of 
heart “until the full number 
of the Gentiles has come in” (v. 25). And 
one day, by God’s faithfulness and love, 
this situation will change and “all Israel” 
will be saved, as Isaiah had prophesied 
(v. 27; see Isa. 59:20–21; Jer. 31:31–34). 
God will always welcome those who re-
pent of their sins and turn in faith to Christ.

Paul summarized this section of the letter 
by examining human sinfulness and God’s 
mercy. At the present time, Israel was  
an enemy of the gospel but still loved by 
God due to the covenant history seen in 
the Old Testament. His gifts and promis-
es have not been revoked! The Gentiles,  
despite their sinfulness, have received 

God’s mercy in Christ—
an opportunity that came 
about through Jewish sin-
fulness. The Jews, despite 
their sinfulness, will receive 
that same mercy.

This section of Romans 
concludes with a stirring 
doxology of praise and 
worship (vv. 33–36). God’s 
ways are far above ours. 

The wisdom and love permeating His 
plan of redemption are stunning. He is the  
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning  
and the end, of all things (cf. Rev. 1:8).  
“To him be the glory forever! Amen.”

When we are tempted to despair that our 
unbelieving loved ones will turn to Christ, it’s good 
to remember that God’s sovereign love, faithful-
ness, and mercy surpass our understanding. His 
time is not ours; His ways are not ours. But He 
does always prove Himself faithful. Pray for 
salvation to come to unbelievers you know, and 
then praise God for the great things He has done.

Greg Thornton, senior vice 
president of Media, requests 
your prayers for the work of 
spreading the good news of 
Christ with the help of media 
ministries at Moody. Pray also for 
Greg as he heads Moody Radio 
and Moody Publishers.

Read: Romans 11:25–36 Sunday, March 22

Gospel Revelations: Mystery and Glory of Redemption

Oh, the depth 
of the riches of 
the wisdom and 

knowledge of God!
Romans 11:33
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A motorcycle rider without a helmet was 
participating in a 2011 protest against 
New York State’s helmet law. In a piece of 
tragic irony, he “crashed, struck his head 
on the roadway and died from his inju-
ries,” reported the Reuters news service. 

The consequences of the gospel are 
equally serious. Believers in 
Christ have by God’s grace 
been freed from bondage 
to sin and crossed over 
from death to life. But what 
if we continue to live as 
slaves, as if there had been 
no transformation? What 
effect should the gospel 
have on our daily lives and 
conduct? Answering this question is Paul’s 
next priority in his epistle to the Romans, 
and the last major section in our study  
as well.

The opening word “Therefore” signals that 
Paul was now moving into the applica-
tion section of his letter. “In view of God’s 
 mercy”—that is, the gospel—there are 

at least two proper responses, generally 
speaking. First, believers should “offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice” (v. 1). Second, 
we should not live by worldly patterns but 
instead be “transformed by the renewing 
of your minds” (v. 2). Our whole persons, 
physical and spiritual, should participate 
in the worship-filled process of sanctifica-

tion (2 Cor. 3:18). As we do 
so, we’ll be able to discern 
God’s will, finding the great 
worth of that knowledge in 
practice.

The results will be evident 
to all in relationships within 
the church. Believers will 
be able to see themselves 

honestly, with “sober judgment” rather 
than looking down on one another (v. 
3). After all, we are one body in which 
all the parts need one another and are  
unified in Christ, the Head (vv. 4–5). Prac-
tical evidence for this reality is spiritual 
gifts, which have been given to serve one  
another (vv. 6–8).

Spend some time in prayer—either on your own 
or with a Christian friend or small group—asking 
the Lord to reveal to you first any area of your life 
where you have conformed to the pattern of the 
world, and second any ways that you can present 
your body as a sacrifice of service for Him. May 
our attitudes and actions bless others and glorify 
God!

For the next three days, as we 
pray for Moody Radio’s 
Programming staff, thank the 
Lord for leading talented, creative 
people to minister over the 
airwaves. Today, please pray for 
Anita Lustrea, Lori Neff, Melinda 
Schmidt, and Yahir Vergara. 

Read: Romans 12:1–8 Monday, March 23

Gospel Conduct: Living Sacrifices, Renewed Minds

Be transformed by 
the renewing of 

your mind.
Romans 12:2

Pray with Us
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Given that salvation is by grace alone, 
do we really need to obey God? Martin  
Luther thought the answer is yes: “There 
is no justification without sanctification, no 
forgiveness without renewal of life, no real 
faith from which the fruits of new obedi-
ence do not grow.” Romans agrees—true 
obedience must follow from genuine faith.

Having established the 
theological basis for obe-
dience, Paul describes 
obedience in today’s pas-
sage using parenesis. This 
rhetorical or literary term 
means “exhortation,” and 
it indicates a list or series 
of ethical imperatives and 
admonitions. Paul unleashed this string 
of commands as practical illustrations of 
what it means to live out the gospel. These 
commands deal with many different top-
ics but are unified by their focus on right 
relationships with others.

From this perspective, the Christian life 
begins with sincere or genuine love (v. 9). 

Such love, not an emotion but a virtue, 
avoids hypocrisy and strives to practice 
what it preaches. It hates evil and clings 
for dear life to what is good (v. 21). It leads 
us to a place of proper humility from 
which we can be truly devoted to fellow 
believers, honoring them above ourselves 
and treating them as brothers and sisters 

in God’s family (vv. 10, 16). 
This includes relational 
practices such as generos-
ity, hospitality, and empathy 
(vv. 13, 15).

Believers are also to love 
their enemies (v. 14; see 
Matt. 5:43–48). Rather 
than taking revenge (which 

is best left to God), we should repay evil 
with good, living a life of peacefulness 
and integrity (vv. 17–20). If we’re perse-
cuted, we should endure suffering with 
patience and joy (v. 12). We can do all of 
this only with the energy of the Holy Spirit 
(v. 11). As one translator renders the idea 
of zeal here, “Be set on fire by the Spirit.”

As God leads, choose a command, any com-
mand, and focus on intentionally obeying it this 
week. If it requires plans, such as hospitality, make 
them. If it means reaching out with a phone call 
or email, such as empathy, do it. If it sounds 
impossible, such as loving your enemies, pray 
for Christ’s love and the Spirit’s power and do 
it anyway!

As we continue to focus our 
prayers on Moody Radio, please 
add Dennis Nugent, Nathan 
McMillan, Michael Kellogg, and 
Jon Gauger to your prayer list. 
Ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
in producing and hosting radio 
programs.

Read: Romans 12:9–21 Tuesday, March 24

Gospel Conduct: Overcoming Evil with Good

Be devoted to one 
another in love.

Romans 12:10
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God is sovereign over all. “The kings of 
the earth belong to God; he is greatly 
exalted” (Ps. 47:9). “Who should not fear 
you, King of the nations? This is your due. 
Among all the wise leaders of the nations 
and in all their kingdoms, there is no one 
like you” (Jer. 10:7). “His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass 
away, and his kingdom is 
one that will never be de-
stroyed” (Dan. 7:14).

Paul put it this way: “There 
is no authority except 
that which God has es-
tablished.” Submission to  
political authority is one 
example of how to live out 
the gospel (vv. 1–4; cf. 1 Peter 2:13–17). 
Since God has established all authori-
ties, to rebel is to declare that we think we 
know better than God. 

Note that in Paul’s day, the Roman  
government was thoroughly pagan and 
had already unleashed persecution 
against God’s people. But the God-given 
purpose of government is to maintain or-

der and justice for the good of society. In 
that sense, civil leaders are “God’s ser-
vants,” empowered to control and punish 
as warranted. 

Therefore, submitting to such authori-
ties is generally the right thing to do, not 
only from fear of just punishment but as 

a matter of conscience or  
integrity (vv. 5–7). This 
means, for example, that 
citizens should pay their 
taxes and give proper re-
spect to their leaders. Jesus 
had said the same: “Give 
back to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s and to God what 
is God’s” (Mark 12:13–17). 

Other passages in Scripture address the 
question of what to do when governing 
authorities overstep their bounds (see 
Acts 5:29–32). In the context of our study 
of Romans, it’s clear that our respect for 
God’s sovereignty is manifested through 
our respect and obedience for the laws 
and rulers that God has placed over us. 

Paul urged that “petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all people—for 
kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness” (1 Tim. 2:1–2). Pray today for national, 
state, and local political leaders. Whether they 
acknowledge God or not, they bear God-given 
responsibilities and need our prayers.

In conclusion of our prayer time 
for Moody Radio’s Programming, 
join us in praying for Daniel 
Craig, Mark Breta, Maureen Ber, 
Amy Rios and Daniel Anderson. 
May their service bear much fruit 
in the lives of Moody Radio 
listeners.

Read: Romans 13:1–7 Wednesday, March 25

Gospel Conduct: Submission to Authority

The authorities that 
exist have been 

established by God.
Romans 13:1
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Pastor Ray Ortlund wrote in The Gospel: 
How the Church Portrays the Beauty of 
Christ: “The primary barrier to displaying 
the beauty of Jesus in our churches comes 
from the way we re-insert ourselves into 
that sacred center that belongs to him 
alone. Exalting ourselves diminishes his 
visibility. That is why cultivating a gospel 
culture requires a pro-
found, moment by moment 
‘unselfing’ by every one of 
us. It is personally costly, 
even painful . . . [A]s we 
look to Christ alone[,] He 
will help us.”

What does it mean to 
clothe ourselves with 
Christ? It means to do as Jesus did—to 
seek the Father’s glory above our own. 
Paul began today’s passage with a bit 
of transitional wordplay, from “Give to  
everyone what you owe them” (v. 7) to 
“Let no debt remain outstanding, except 
the continuing debt to love one another” 
(vv. 8–10). 

Love fulfills the law, which can be summed 
up in the command to “love your neigh-
bor as yourself” (Lev. 19:18; Luke 10:25–
37). Paul had already established that 
the law could not be fulfilled by human 
effort but only through the love of God 
in Christ, by which His righteousness has 
been credited to us through faith. Our 

love for others is a witness 
to the love of God that has 
transformed us.

Living out the gospel must 
therefore be our most ur-
gent priority (vv. 11–14). 
Christ’s return imminent, 
in the sense that it could 
happen at any time. Indis-

putably, “our salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed” (v. 11). So we are to 
live spiritually alert lives, as those who be-
long not to darkness but to the light and to 
the day. Rather than following our former 
fleshly desires, we are to clothe ourselves 
with Christ!

In Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis explained loving 
your neighbor this way: “Do not waste time 
bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbor; act 
as if you did . . . When you are behaving as if you 
loved someone, you will presently come to love 
him. If you injure someone you dislike, you will 
find yourself disliking him more. If you do him a 
good turn, you will find yourself disliking him less.”

George Economos, Michael 
Chapin, Cody Fraser,  
Julianne Opperwall, and David 
Woodworth represent Moody 
Radio to different audiences 
while serving in Moody Radio 
Marketing. Pray God’s blessing 
on their gifts of creativity 
and communication.

Read: Romans 13:8–14 Thursday, March 26

Gospel Conduct: Clothing Ourselves with Christ

Living out the gospel must 
therefore be our most ur-
gent priority (vv. 11–14). 
Christ’s return is imminent, 
in the sense that it could 
happen at any time. Indis-

putably, “our salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed” (v. 11). So we are to 
live spiritually alert lives, as those who be-
long not to darkness but to the light and to 
the day. Rather than following our former 
fleshly desires, we are to clothe ourselves 
with Christ!

The night is nearly 
over; the day is 

almost here.
Romans 13:12
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Western cultural ideas of freedom are 
highly individualistic and self-centered—
an artistic free spirit who breaks with 
convention, a rebel, a cowboy, or Frank 
Sinatra singing, “I did it my way.” This 
“freedom” to be and do whatever we like 
is not what freedom means in the book 
of Romans.

Rather, Paul taught that the 
gospel of Christ has freed 
us from bondage to sin. 
God has “rescued us from 
the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he 
loves, in whom we have re-
demption, the forgiveness 
of sins” (Col. 1:13–14). True 
freedom, then, is closely 
linked with obedience, righteousness, and 
love, all by means of Christ’s salvation. We 
are not “free” to do with our lives what-
ever we please.

In Romans 14, Paul explained how godly 
freedom works within the law of love, and 
particularly what it means for stronger 

(in faith) or more mature believers relat-
ing to weaker or less mature believers in 
the church. The principle is simple: Accept 
one another, for God has accepted us all  
(vv. 1, 3–4). Rather than quarreling over 
“disputable” or relatively unimportant 
matters, our priority is to do whatever 
we do to and for the Lord (vv. 6b–8). The 

impetus for that, in turn, 
comes as always from the 
gospel and Christ’s sacri-
fice on our behalf (v. 9).

Two examples are food 
and holidays (vv. 2, 5–6a). 
No doubt some of the 
Jewish Christians in Rome 
continued to observe the 
Old Testament dietary 
laws and feasts. Christ 

has abolished all that—one day or kind 
of food is not necessarily more or less 
sacred than any other. But we shouldn’t 
judge our fellow believer’s choices, as 
they are accountable to God, not us (vv. 
10–12). Instead, we are to do all we can to 
help one another live to the glory of God.

Contemporary parallels to the issues found in the 
Roman church are not difficult to find. Food, drink, 
and holidays are still debated, though in different 
ways and for different reasons. Other contentious 
issues include the kinds of clothing or hairstyle we 
choose, the music we listen to, and other forms of 
entertainment. Paul’s instructions still apply: Accept 
one another.

Paul Santhouse, vice president of 
Publishing, welcomes your 
prayers for the production of 
quality Christian literature at 
Moody Publishers. Praise God for 
new possibilities of spreading the 
gospel through ebooks and 
online publishing.

Read: Romans 14:1–12 Friday, March 27

Gospel Conduct: Freedom and Faith

Accept the one 
whose faith is weak, 
without quarreling 

over disputable 
matters.

Romans 14:1

Pray with Us
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“Selfies”—pictures people take of 
themselves with digital cameras or 
smartphones and post on social  
media—can be fun, but they also re-
flect the self-centered spirit of our times.  
That’s why Oxford Dictionaries named 
selfie its 2013 Word of the Year. The  
winning word is “judged to reflect  
the ethos, mood, or preoc-
cupations of that particular 
year and to have lasting 
potential as a word of cul-
tural significance.”

Which word should  
capture the main spirit of 
followers of Christ? Love. 
Because of love, stronger (in 
faith) believers should fore-
go exercising their freedom 
because it would put a stumbling block in 
the way of weaker believers (vv. 13–16).  

It’s not that the weak believer’s way is bet-
ter, for “nothing is unclean in itself,” but 
rather that they have tender consciences 
that need to be handled with love (vv. 
22–23). To act otherwise is to have a de-

structive impact in the life of a person for 
whom Christ died.

The exercise of freedom is not a bad 
thing, but there are higher values and 
priorities in God’s kingdom, namely,  
people. Why would we risk the work of 
God for the sake of food? Stronger be-

lievers should instead make 
choices that lead “to peace 
and to mutual edification” 
(v. 19). It’s not about the  
issue, it’s about the people, 
and those weaker believ-
ers are brothers and sisters 
in Christ. In such relation-
ships, to flaunt the freedom 
of faith would thus demon-
strate a sinful lack of love 
(cf. 1 Cor. 8:9–13). 

Commentator Douglas Moo summarized 
today’s main point: “The ‘strong’ Christians 
must be careful not to cause the ‘weak’ 
Christians to suffer spiritual harm by their 
insistence on exercising their liberty on dis-
puted matters. For such insistence violates 
the essence of the kingdom, which is to 
manifest love and concern for one another.”

It’s very counter-cultural not to fight for our rights 
and freedoms! But this is one way that Christians 
offer a different way of life, by foregoing some-
thing that we are free to do out of love for 
someone else. Prayerfully consider whether you 
are judging someone for an exercise of freedom, 
or whether you need to extend love by not 
pushing for your freedom in a certain area. 

Moody Publishers’ Fulfillment 
team works hard on our Chicago 
campus to ensure all orders are 
delivered on time to our readers. 
Your prayers today will 
encourage Michael Alcazar, 
Junico Arroz, Arthur Eastern, 
and Ernesto Laya.

Read: Romans 14:13–23 Saturday, March 28

Gospel Conduct: Freedom and Love

Let us therefore 
make every effort 
to do what leads 
to peace and to 

mutual edification.
Romans 14:19
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Our salvation, in all its dimensions—com-
pleted justification, ongoing sanctification, 
and future glorification—is rooted in the 
person and work of Christ. Jeremiah Bur-
roughs, a seventeenth-century Puritan, 
said that from Christ, “as from a fountain, 
sanctification flows into the souls of the 
Saints: their sanctification comes not so 
much from their struggling, 
and endeavors, and vows, 
and resolutions, as it comes 
flowing to them from their 
union with him.” 

Union with Christ is the key 
to unity in Christ (vv. 5–6), 
which is the foundation for 
the way of love Paul has 
been teaching about since chapter 12 (vv. 
1–4). Love means that stronger believers 
should bear with weaker ones. The great-
er responsibility lies with those whose faith 
is more mature, and in any case followers 
of Christ don’t live to please themselves. 
Rather, we follow the example of Christ 
Himself. By imitating His choices and by 

accepting one another as He accepted us 
(v. 7), we honor the plan of salvation God 
has unfolded (vv. 8–12).

Paul quoted Psalm 69:9 about Christ (v. 3), 
alerting us to the fact that living by the law 
of love will lead to suffering and opposi-
tion from the world. He also pointed out 

that Scripture is meant to 
teach and encourage us 
in the face of this reality. 
The same God who gave 
us the Word is willing and 
able to give us an attitude 
like Christ’s (cf. Phil. 2:1–
11). In unity that results, 
despite “disputable mat-
ters,” we can bring glory 

to God (vv. 5–6).

Paul ended this section of his epistle with 
an apt benediction: “May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 
(v. 13).

How can you build up a fellow believer by word 
or deed (v. 2)? Such a word might be a personal 
compliment, an encouraging email, or a verse of 
Scripture. Such a deed might be an act of 
practical service, a listening ear, or a timely gift. 
Consider the specific person you have in mind 
and what might build up their faith in Christ.

Again, lifting up in prayer Moody 
Publishers Fulfillment, ask for 
God’s grace and strength in the 
workplace for Chieu Nguyen, 
James Seffinga, Matthew Tran, 
and Nguyen Tran. Pray that the 
joy of the Lord will be theirs in 
their day-to-day service.

Read: Romans 15:1–13 Sunday, March 29

Gospel Conduct: Unity in Christ

Accept one another, 
then, just as Christ 

accepted you.
Romans 15:7

Pray with Us
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The modern practice of raising finan-
cial support for missionaries follows the  
example of the apostle Paul. Those who 
go into missionary service know they  
cannot do it on their own. They need 
to cultivate relationships with sending 
churches and supporters who will pray 
and give. Though Paul’s picture wasn’t on 
anyone’s refrigerator, this 
closely resembles the re-
lationships he had with the 
churches he had planted 
on his missionary journeys.

Paul shared his missionary 
heart in today’s reading. 
God called him to minister 
the gospel to the Gentiles, 
which gave him the bold-
ness to discuss thorny is-
sues with a church he hadn’t planted and 
didn’t yet know personally. Despite these 
facts, he had a “priestly duty” before God 
to do all he could to present Gentile be-
lievers as a holy sacrifice to God (v. 16).

Paul planned to travel to Jerusalem to 
deliver a monetary offering from several 
Gentile churches for the Jewish poor there 

(see 5:23–33). Then he would head for 
Rome on his way to Spain. In Rome, he 
hoped to get to know the believers per-
sonally and to build a partnership that 
would support his evangelistic plans for 
Spain. Spain was unreached, a situation 
that fired his imagination. In the mean-
time, he had sent this letter, likely carried 

by Phoebe, the first per-
son named in his personal 
greetings (16:1). She was a 
deacon or church leader in 
Cenchreae—near Corinth, 
from where Paul was  
writing—as well as a 
“benefactor” of his ministry.

Paul’s purpose and  
vision in ministry centered 
around Christ and the 

gospel. Whatever he had accomplished 
was possible because Christ was working 
in and through him. Signs and wonders 
were all to God’s credit and for His glory. 
What he cared about most was continu-
ing to spread the good news of salvation 
in Christ to every corner of the world!

How is your passion for missions? Perhaps you 
feel God tugging at your heart to answer a call 
to be a missionary. Perhaps your desire is to be 
like Phoebe, a financial supporter of missionaries. 
Perhaps you are a prayer warrior on behalf of 
those serving in missions around the world. The 
spread of the gospel is accomplished by Christ 
working through all of us! 

Today, please support in prayer 
Moody Publishers’ Content 
Development team in Chicago, as 
they work to develop both print  
and digital publications. Erik 
Peterson, Josh Reigel, and Judy 
Tollberg will be grateful for your 
prayer encouragement.

Read: Romans 15:14–16:24 Monday, March 30

Paul’s Plans and Personal Remarks

It has always been 
my ambition to 

preach the gospel 
where Christ was 

not known.
Romans 15:20
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Worship leader and musician Bob Kauflin 
imagined worship in heaven: “We’ll have 
clearer minds to take in the glories of 
God. We’ll have new strength to give him 
the glory he deserves. And we’ll have an 
unlimited time in which to do it, free from 
any and every influence of sin. Singing 
will fully and finally serve the purpose 
for which it was intended.” 
And in the meantime?  “The 
Savior has rescued us that 
we might sing the song of 
the redeemed. May we 
sing it well. May we sing it  
constantly. May we sing it 
passionately. May we sing 
it for his glory and the ad-
vancing of his gospel until 
the time comes when our 
songs will never end.” 

This is the spirit of the doxology with 
which Paul concluded his epistle to the 
Romans! A doxology is a hymn of praise, 
often sung at the end of a worship service. 
Here Paul praised God for two qualities 
in particular—His ability to “establish” us, 
or make us stand, and His wisdom (v. 25). 

Both refer to His work of salvation. Be-
ing established highlights His guarantee, 
and His wisdom reminds us of His work 
throughout biblical history.

These two divine qualities bracket the 
bulk of the doxology, which focuses on the 
gospel and links back in both language 

and content to the epistle’s 
opening (see 1:1–6). Paul 
had received this mes-
sage from Christ Himself 
(Acts 9:1–19). 

Theologically, the gospel 
is the message of Christ’s 
redeeming work through 
which we are justified by 
faith. Historically, it points 

to the continuity of God’s plan as a mys-
tery revealed. Though it had never been 
His intention to limit salvation to one 
people group, it had not previously been 
clearly understood that it included all  
nations. Practically and finally, the gos-
pel is received by faith and lived out by  
obedience.

These concluding verses of Romans are certainly 
among many that are worth memorizing. In the 
Bible, the act of memorization is always accom-
panied by meditating or reflecting on the content 
being memorized. As the psalmist wrote: “I have 
hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin 
against you . . . I meditate on your precepts and 
consider your ways” (Ps. 119:11–16).

As we come to the end of our 
study of the book of Romans this 
month, let us thank God for the 
new life He gave us through the 
death and resurrection of His 
Son, Jesus Christ. This is indeed 
good news, the glorious gospel!

Read: Romans 16:25–27 Tuesday, March 31

Doxology

To the only wise 
God be glory 

forever through 
Jesus Christ! Amen.

Romans 16:27
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MARRIAGE: 
Rede�ned

RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOMS: 
Eroding

THE CHURCH: 
Marginalized

It’s time to 
prepare for a 
future none of 
us could have 
imagined. 
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need to live righteous lives in unrighteous times.”
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